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Pſalm xcvi. part of the gth Verſe. 


0 worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of 
Holineſs. 


H E lively and ſpirited exhortations 
which holy David pours forth, in 

the pſalm before us, to worſhip and adore 
our God and Father, not only commandf 
the attention, but convinceff the judgment. 
For beſides the eloquence of his language, 
there is argument even in his exhortations, 
He places the one true God, the Lord Je- 
hovah, as the object of adoration ; and it 
was becauſe of his uniform worſhip of this 
ane only true inviſible God, in appoſition 


ta 
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to the polytheiſm, or multitude. of gods, 
acknowledged in the Eaſt, that the Royal 
Pſalmiſt was himſelf called, the man after 
God's own heart. Our divine poet goes on, 
and invites all the whole earth to fing unto 
bim, to praiſe his name, to declare his honour, 
and his wonders to the heathen, and to all 
people. He admirably deſcribes the infinite 
and unmeaſurable diſtance between the 
creature and the Creator, and the ſuperiority 
of Jehovah to the gods of the heathen, by 
declaring, that he is great, and cannot worthily 
be praiſed ;. that he is more to be feared than 
all gods. He it ts that made the heavens : 
Glory and worſhip are before bim; power and 
honour are in hit ſanctuary. The ſame holy 
man ſeconds his invitation to worſhip this 
great, this good, this only God, by pointing 
out to us the way. Aſcribe, ſays he, O ye 
kindreds of the people, aſcribe unto the Lord, 
worſhip and power; aſeribe unto the Lord the 


honour due unto his name. Bring preſents, 
that 
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that is, an humble and contrite heart, the 
only offering, or ſacrifice which he will ac- 
cept, and come into his courts, or in other 
words, come and continue in his more 
immediate preſence. O worſhip the Lord in 
the beauty of holmeſs.—This audience need 
not be told the occaſion of my making 
choice of this text for my ſubject; and I 
conceive the preſent to be no unfavourable 
opportunity of explaining fo important a 
paſſage in our Bible. | 


To toorſbip the Lord; is a duty ackows 
ledged by the Jew, and the unbeliever, as 
well as the Chriſhan. It may therefore 
ſeem needleſs to dwell upon any proofs; 
but of ſuch great importance is this com- 
mand, that there is no paſſing by ſo 
plain, and acknowledged a truth, without 
noticing it more particularly.— The light 
of nature directs us to a Firſt Cauſe or 
Author of every thing, of our creation, 
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preſervation, and all the bleſſings of this 
life.—Indeed all the rational part of the 
creation acknowledge, and every part of 
the works of creation proves it. It is 
an immutable truth therefore, that there 
is a God. He it was, that created the 
heavens out of nothing; that ſaid, Let the 
earth be, and the earth was; that ſaid, 
Let us make man in our image, and man 
was created. And as our firſt coming into 
life proves him our Creator, ſo our conti- 
nuance in life, proves him our Protector. 
The bleſſings which we daily and hourly 
receive from him, make / him deſervedly to 
be conſidered as our Benefactor; and the 
future world which he has provided for us, 
and made known to us by his ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt, demonſtrates him our beſt and great- 
eſt Friend. 


Thus much may ſuffice for reminding 
you, for I muſt preſume that you knew it 
before z 
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before; thus much, I ſay, may ſerve for 
reminding you, who it is that is our God, 
and of the neceſſity of giving worſhip unto 
him, and unto him only, who is the Lord 
of life and death. It is now to be explain- 
ed to you what we may underſtand the 
Pſalmiſt to mean by worſhiping him in 
the Beauty of Holineſs. And to effect this, 
I will diſtinctly confider, what and how 
much it imports in it's literal, before I en- 
gage with its figurative or ſpiritual ſenſe, 


In it's literal ſenſe, we may conſider it 
to mean the decent appearance of the place 
ſet apart for public worſhip, or conſecrated 
to the peculiar ſervice of the Almighty, and 
therefore emphatically and properly called 
the Hous or Gop. And as this place, in 
which we meet together to offer up our 
common prayers and praiſes, has been lately 
put into a clean, decent, and orderly condi- 
tion; as we have not adorned it with the 
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gaudy decorations of Popiſh churches, nor 
the ſuperb ornaments of coſtly pride, fo 
may 1t continue. Be 1t our buſineſs not to 
pleaſe the eye, but to reform the heart; to 
meet together, not as triflers to gaze on the 
works of art, to commend the | outward 
beauty of the edifice, . but, as ſervants of 
God, to meditate on the awful preſence of 
that pure ſpirit, who requires his worſhip- 
pers to worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; 
to recollect that we are not in the houſe of 
feaſting, but that we are ſtanding before 
him, who has declared that he will Y Ap 
him only, who 1s of a poor and contrite ſpirit, 
and that trembleth at bis word. Much has 
been done in this good and laudable work; 
little, by us, remains further to be done, — 
May others in this country follow our ex- 
ample; may they, like us, be willing and 
ready to ſupport that houſe where the Al- 
mighty deigneth to dwell, and ta preſerve 
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the ſanCtuary of the Lord, elegantly plain. 
The heathens ſpared no pains to adorn the 


temples of thoſe, that were no gods; but 
Chriſtians will do little to preſerve from 
falling to the ground the temple of the living 
Lord. The little out-goings for the ſupport 
of decency and conveniency in our churches, 
ſhould in ſome meaſure be conſidered as an 
offering to God, as well as a credit to our- 
ſelves. And now we ourſelves have gone 
through a reaſonable part of this work, let 
me aſk, do we not expreſs both our plea- 
ſure and our ſatisfaction at the completion 
of what we all along knew to be right, 
proper, and neceſſary ?—Nay, have we not 
a commendable pride in the progreſs we 
have made in the reparation of this church? 
I appeal to former works which we have 
done, and in which each bore a ſhare, and 
not to the laſt neceſſary improvement, 
which we owe to the generous contribu- 
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tions of others. We now look upon the 
whole with pleaſure: and when our chil- 
dren in time to come ſhall ſay, What 
meant they by theſe things? the anſwer 
will be, Theſe are the deeds of thoſe, whoſe 
earneſt deſire it was to worſhip the Lord in 
the beauty of holineſs. But it is time to con- 
fider what it is to worſhip the Lord in the 
BEAUTY Or HolINESs, in its moſt im- 
portant, that is, its /þiritual ſenſe. 


Here we muſt, once for all, call to 
mind, that God is a fpirit, and that he muſt 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, that is, 
he muſt be worſhipped with the mind in 
ſincerity. To addreſs him with our lips, 
while our hearts are far from him, is the 
moſt daring impiety ; for, at the ſame time 
that it proves our knowledge of his power, 
it proves alſo our contempt of his au- 


thority. Such hypocriſy we dare not uſe 
towards 
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towards men, in matters which are open 
to their eyes; and ſhall we vainly imagine 
that that Lord doth not perceive, to wwhon 
all hearts are open, all defires known, and from 
whom no ſecrets are bid! 


From good authority we are told, that, 
not every one that faith Lord! Lord! fhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of our Father which is in 
heaven. No, it cannot be the overflowing 
of the tongue, that ſhall be judged an ac- 
ceptable ſacrifice in the ſight of God. 
What tho' we chant forth our hallelujahs 
in this his temple, will he regard us, if we 
attend to the ſound, and loſe the ſenſe; 
if we ſtudy only the harmony of the voice, 
of the tabret, or the harp, but accom- 
pany them not with the fervor of devo- 
tion? Neither is this all. For if we come 
to this the place of our worſhip, and flat- 
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ter ourſelves when we go hence, that our 
religious exerciſes will be approved,—it 
muſt be remembered, that to render it ef- 
fectual, we muſt let it have it's influence 
on our conduct and deportment, by an 
habit of ſerious attention to the duties of 
the ſabbath. And as cuſtom is a ſecond 
nature, it greatly behooveth the parent, 
and the maſter to ſee and attend to the 
proper employment of the ſabbath by his 
children and family. Young minds are 
like tender branches, they may be directed 
as the hand of the governor or huſbandman 
willeth; and yet how often do we ſee, or 
hear of theſe parts of families, (who are 
under the authority of a parent or maſter) 
miſpending the Lord's day. The young 
ones engaged in play, and the elder ones 
think themſelves at leaſt innocently em- 
ployed, if the day be devoted to indolence 
and inattention. They may indeed oc- 


caſionally boaſt of coming to church, and 
tho' 
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tho we cannot deny the fact, we may 
reaſonably ſuſpect the motive. How back- 
ward are men in the diſcharge of the eaſieſt 
of religious duties! when, if they would 
taſte oftener, they would ſoon gain a re- 
liſh for them; for the pleaſures of fin are 
but for a moment, while the pleaſures of 
virtue and holineſs are not only ſatisfac- 
tory, but durable unto life eternal.—We 
ſhould alſo note, that acts of piety on 
our ſabbath, will not cancel acts of kna- 
very, or the commiſſion of vice on the 
ſucceeding day,—but the reverſe; for if 
our lives paſs on, in our intercourſes with 
each other, in oppoſition to the law of 
God, —our acts of devotion are nothing 
better than ſo many multiplied acts of 
hypocriſy,—a ſin the moſt diſpleaſing and 
offenſive before Almighty God. 


| The worſhiping the Lord in the 
Beauty of Holineſs, extendeth alſo to private 
C prayer, 
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prayer, a duty as ſtrictly enjoined as that 
of public: and I conceive family prayer to 
be particularly edifying. How pleaſing a 
ſight to ſee this duty regularly and de- 
cently conducted, where all parts of the 
houſehold, who paſs together thro' life's 
buſy day, in their ſeveral ſtations and de- 
partments, meet together, before they cloſe 
their eyes to ſleep, to return thanks, pour 
forth their praiſes, and beg a bleſſing upon 


them, and theirs, of that God who has 


been their Creator, and 1s their governor 
and friend. 


In a few words: the true Spirit of Holmes, 
will direct men to frequent intercourſes with 
the Almighty, and the Beauty of Holineſs, 
conſiſteth in that intercourſe being made 
a reaſonable ſervice, deſerving the atten- 
tion of that power to whom it is addreſſed, 
and becoming man whom reaſon and re- 
velation direct to fail down before him. 

Let 


( 13 ) 

Let the whole earth fland in awe of him, 
(as the ſame pſalm expreiles it) rell it among 
the heathen that the Lord is King, and that 
it is he who hath made the round world 2 
faſt, that it cannot be moved; and how that 
he ſhall judge the people righteoufly. Let 
the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be 
glad, let the ſea make a noiſe and all that 
therein is. Let the field be joyful, and 
all that is in it: then ſhall all the trees 
of the wood rejoice befare the Lord. For be 
cometh, fer he cometh to judge the earth,” 
and with righteouſneſs to judge the world, 
and the people with truth. But, as God 
ſeeth not, as man ſeeth, it is not the 
formalities of worſhip, nor a frequent or 
Phariſaical repetition, that of themſelves 
are judged acceptable; for, if the tongue 
ſpeaketh not the language of the heart, 
how ſhall we expect our petitions to be 
heard? 'God judgeth from the ſecret 
ſprings of the heart and not from the 

2 out- 
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outward appearance, which is the only 
teſt or criterion of judgment with our fel- 
low- creatures. To worſhip the Lord in 
ſpirit, is to worſhip him with the un- 
derſtanding; to worſhip him in truth, 
is to worſhip him with ſincerity. Af- 
ter having ſo far diſcharged a poſitive 
command, to carry with us the good 
impreſſions of this holy exerciſe, out of 
the walls of the temple, into the concerns 
of life, is ſtrictly and in the beſt ſenſe 
to worſhip the Lord in the Beauty of 
Holineſs. 


As we have laboured, I truſt, from a 
good principle to make our place of pub- 
lic meeting, becoming our errand and 
buſineſs here; we have nothing left for 
the preſent, but to make a good and wiſe 
uſe of theſe neceſſary improvements. And 
as, in its preſent fituation, it is now 
rendered commodious, we ſhould endea- 
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vour to habituate ourſelves to the more 
important duty of à regular attendance 
on the public ſervice of God, and to ſtir 
up and nouriſh within ourſelves a proper 
ſeriouſneſs and devotion, remembering who 
it is that hath promiſed, that where to or 
three are gathered together in his name, he 
will be in the midſt of them, 


Let us now, my brethren, pray that 
we may be bleſſed from heaven with the 
divine ſpirit of the Lord of Lords, to aſſiſt 
and direct us in worſhiping and adoring 
that ſame Lord God Almighty, to whom 
we owe ſuch great and infinite obligations, 
in ſpirit and in truth, and in the Beauty 
of Holineſs; that the prayers which we 
may here offer up to his Divine Majeſty 
may be duly heard; and that at all times 
we may return from ſuch oblations of 
prayers and praiſes, improved and edified, 
and be thereby rendered meet partakers of 


the kingdom of Heaven, 
Now 
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Now to Him that is of power to 
eſtabliſh you according to the goſpel 
and preaching of Jeſus Chriſt; 
to God only wiſe be glory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt for ever. 


* 


Amen. 
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